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Reaffirming that animal health is a key component of animal welfare and with the mandate granted by its
Member Countries, the OIE has taken a global leadership role in setting global animal welfare standards
and today the OIE animal welfare standards cover five main areas: farm animal production systems,
transport of animals, humane slaughter and killing of animals, laboratory animals and the control of stray
dog populations. Based on science, these standards have been developed by groups of international
experts and supported by the OIE Animal Welfare Working Group. These groups provide a forum for
interested industry and NGO sectors to sit ‘around the table’ with representatives of the scientific
community, academia and the veterinary services. All OIE standards are endorsed by the OIE World
Assembly of Delegates, currently representing 178 Member Countries, after an extensive consultation
process involving the support of OIE specialised commissions.

In its commitment to the welfare of animals, the OIE supports, in principle, the Universal Declaration on
Animal Welfare (UDAW) proposed by the World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) which
recognises the OIE as the established international animal welfare standard-setting body. This statement
supports the idea of avoiding duplication of international standards as well as preventing excessive
proliferation of private or industry standards which may not be science-based. Likewise, under their
cooperation agreement signed in 2011, the OIE welcomes the recent initiative of the International
Standardisation Organization (ISO) to develop technical specifications on animal welfare based on
existing OIE standards.

Acknowledging the need to support the Veterinary Services in their efforts to implement the OIE
international standards, the OIE has set different capacity building activities including conferences and
workshops conducted at global, regional and sometimes national levels, with the support of OIE
Collaborating Centres. The most important global capacity building initiative of the OIE is the PVS
Pathway for the evaluation of Performance of Veterinary Services, for compliance with the quality
standards set out in the OIE Codes. This standardised evaluation tool for Veterinary Services worldwide
has since 2010 included ‘animal welfare’ as a ‘critical competency’ of Veterinary Services. A (small)
sample of PVS reports from Africa teaches us that most countries in Africa apply some of the OIE
standards, primarily to meet export requirements.

The OIE has also develop several regional animal welfare strategies (RAWS), where the veterinary
authorities, the civil society, the industry, NGOs and other relevant regional stakeholders are brought
together to identify and address the gaps between the situation in the region and the level of compliance
with OIE standards, recognising the need to work together to ensure a sustainable improvement of the
welfare of animals. Animal welfare organisations can and should engage national authorities in this
process through various channels, the most important one being through the national animal welfare focal
point and the national OIE Delegate, who represent the core initiators of work on standards on animal
welfare, but there are others : the OIE Working Group on Animal Welfare, which includes representatives
of international or regional/specialised animal welfare organisations, OIE international conferences on
animal welfare, the training of OIE animal welfare focal points, the work of the OIE international
Collaborating Centres dealing with animal welfare and the increasing number of regional animal welfare
strategies and action plans developed by OIE regional offices, in collaboration with relevant regional
stakeholders.
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